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Edmonton Street News 


Editorial: 


Homeless Out in the Cold 


With the 
increased number of 
homeless in 


"Edmonton, the face 
Fof homelessness 
Tg : * locally has changed 


. Ato become so blatant 
eand obvious that 

it is no longer possi- 
==ble for anyone to 
simply ignore the 
problem. In 2002 I 
attended a North 
American Street 
Newspaper conference in San Francisco, and 
at that time was very moved by the 
homelessness I saw there. People were 
camped out on the sidewalks with makeshift 
shelters from blankets draped over shopping 
carts, using bits of paper and wood to fur- 
ther fortify their homes. When I returned to 
Edmonton, the homeless people were hidden 
in the river valley, and finding shelter in 
other secluded spots, so were not easily spot- 
ted. Now, four years later, as 2006 draws to 
a close, homelessness is blatantly in-your- 
face in Edmonton. 

Now, as I walk down 96th street, I pass 
Bissell Centre where homeless people have 
erected makeshift shelters from blankets 
draped over shopping carts. At times, there 
are six to 12 homeless people camped there. 
Further north, The Mustard Seed has signs 
up to discourage camping. These “No 
Camping” signs are a preventative measure 
necessary in case someone who is encamped 
on their property suffers injury or death. 

The Boyle McCauley Health Unit is 
another camping spot. The railed section just 
north of the entrance is home to a man ina 
wheelchair, who sits there night and day, 
draped in blankets. At times I have noticed 


Unfortunately, he told us about a beating 
incident. He was one of the homeless people 
who was roughed up by a group of youth 
whom he described as “skinheads dressed in 
fatigues”. Ricky is a small man, only about 
five feet tall and thin. 

At B’s Diner, I talked with the late Mike 
St. Germain, who worked as an outreach 
worker in Old Strathcona, five days before 
his death from a sudden heart attack. He 
told me about an encounter with a group of 
youth fitting the same description. He said 
he was walking down a back alley as part of 
his job, when three youth that appeared to 
be in their early 20s approached. They had a 
“neo-Nazi” look with big books, fatigues, 
shaved head and Duke Wellington boots. The 
youth threatened Mike, “We don’t want 
f homeless natives on our street”. 

When he told them he wasn’t homeless, and 
was sober, they backed off. 

Homelessness has become a crisis that 
must be addressed. Already four people have 
died this winter due to the cold. 

A homeless person whom you can’t 
see and who is living at a distance can be 
ignored. One whom you see every day on the 
street, sheltered only by a blanket in sub 
zero weather, is disturbing. One who has 
been found dead on a cold winter night, 
curled up, sheltered only by that thin blanket, 
is not to be tolerated. 

As we celebrate the Christmas Season, 
with the spirit of generosity and good will, let 
us use this as a time to remember those who 
are in need in a practical way. Biblically, we 
read that just saying “God bless you, go in 
peace” is not showing love. It is time to do more - 
to demand change from our government leaders. 

Until that change happens, at the Mission 
we need blankets, tarps, winter clothing, wool 
socks, mitts, toques, jeans, sweats, and 


the railings, _ warm sweaters because many of the people 


and forming shelters. During the day fime, 
the waiting room at the health centre is not 
just filled with those waiting to see the doc- 
tors, but used as a drop-in for others who 
warm-up, stop to visit with street family and 
friends and who drop by to use the tele- 
phone. 

On the south side, when I pull up by the 
row of recycle bins near the Farmers’ Market 
on Saturday mornings, the residents of the 
bins are often just waking up. Glen, who 
comes with me, opens the bins to see who is 
in them and to greet friends, some still 
asleep. One morning we saw Ricky curled up 
on a mattress and swathed in blankets, look- 
ing quite comfortable in his bin. 


coming for meals are homeless. Donations 
can be dropped off daily at 10405-96 Street 
between 5 and 9 p.m. 

Edmonton Street News (ESN) is also in 
need of donations so that we can continue to 
publish the paper regularly. ESN provides 
employment for some of Edmonton’s home- 
less and marginalized people. Donations can 
be sent to Edmionton Street News Society at 
9312-109 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, T5H 
1CS. If you want to know more about ESN, 
we have speakers available to speak to your 
group or church. 


By Linda Dumont 


Katrina North 


Watched a rare bit of television this sum- 
mer. It was a movie in which cyclonic winds 
sucked super cooled air down from the tro- 
posphere and froze New York. In Alberta we 
have our local version of that almost every 
year. Alright, so it only goes down to forty 
below, not sixty and freighters hardly ever 
get frozen in on the North Saskatchewan and 
our coyotes look a whole lot better than 
those wolves in the movie. Those kind of 
temperatures are still deadly to unprotected 
human beings And we have way too many of 
those in this supposedly rich and developed 
country. 

Calgary is doing the Katrina Disaster 
thing, putting people up in Stampede Park 
for the duration and local drop ins and 
homeless shelters are letting people sleep on 
the floors and the hallways in both 
Edmonton and Calgary. This is just not good 
enough Alberta! 

The oil boom has been going on for ten 
years now, it’s not a surprise anymore. Why 
is there still not enough housing stock in this 
province for any but the highest wage earn- 
ers? It’s not only the destitute who are suf- 


fering, unable to find affordable shelter. 
People who got jobs through out of province 
recruiters or came on spec from all over the 
country to service Alberta’s job market are 
sleeping in their cars because they cannot 
find apartments. Working poor are spending 
50% of their income on shelter. Young people 
who want to start a family are looking at 
thirty year mortgages to pay off $250,000.00 
to $300,000.00 starter homes. Will the boom 
last for thirty more years and those high 
wages keep rolling in? That’s the 
$64,000,000.00 question. 

The Conservatives are looking for new 
leadership. Jim Dinning seems the favored 
candidate. I don’t have a whole lot of hope 
for a more enlightened attitude from him, he 
was, after all, Klein's bean counter for a long 
time. However he may, just may, not have 
quite the quality of King Ralph’s brass bound 
gall and despotic attitude, so let’s start put- 
ting some pressure on him or whoever does 
end up in the leader’s chair. 

Provincial surpluses are obscene when 
people are freezing to death on the street. 

By Theresa McBryan 


Bissell Centre West Celebrates Grand Opening 


Proclamation for National Childr 


— 
en’s Day 


Whereas, National Children’s Day reminds us all that children need love and respect to 


grow to their full potential’ 


And Whereas, this year’s theme “The Right of the child to be Heard”, reiterates children 


being active participants in society’ 


And Whereas, listening to children and respecting their views promotes tolerance and leads 


to decisions made in the child’s best interests’ 


And Whereas, you only get one chance to be a child’ 
Therefore, I, Mayor Stephen Mandel, do hereby proclaim November 20th as “National Child 


Day” in Edmonton, Alberta’s capital city. 


Left to right: Councillor Micheal Phair, 
student Joshua Branston, Liz O’Neill, execu- 
tive director for Big Brothers Big Sisters and 
Colleen Burton, director of Community 
Resources. 

Joshua Branston accepted a proclama- 
tion for National Children’s Day, November 
20, from Ward 4 Councillor Michael Phair, 


ee 


who was standing in for Mayor. Stephen 
Mandel. As an In School Mentor mentee from 
Big Brothers Big Sisters, Joshua was chosen 
to go to City Hall with their executive direc- 
tor, Liz O'Neill. The proclamation was 
brought to Mother Teresa School for a day, 
then taken to the offices of Big Brothers Big 
Sisters. 


Bissell Centre West held its official grand 
opening November 2, 2006. Many dignitaries, 
Bissell members and staff attended. 

Typically with how as a society we treat 
the less fortunate, the poor and homeless 
lined up outside in the cold while the rest of 
us feasted on cheese, crackers, fruit and cof. 
fee and discussed the needs of those, includ- 
ing the ones waiting outside, who use the 
Bissell Centre. 

I realize the logistics of having the poor 
people in the drop in area (officially called 
the Robert Tegler Friendship room, while the 
rest of us were upstairs would have required 
some staff to be with them instead of 
upstairs, but in the future, I hope we will 
act more according to the principles Christ 
taught — loving your neighbour as yourself. 
This principle was followed quite well during 
the meal where the clients of the Bissell 
drop-in sat at tables shared with dignitaries. 
The meal was donated by Coast Delta Inn 
and was delicious. There was a time of fel- 
lowship during which a greater appreciation 
and understanding of others developed. 

The Bissell performs many very valuable 
services for Edmontonians in need. The 
many volunteers and the staff have made it 
possible to meet the basic needs of many 
who have least access to resources and to 
improve their quality of life. 

Through the Child and Family Resource 
Centre practical assistance has been possible 
for parents. In the past year, 612 children 
from 387 families were helped. 362 had to be 
turned away because of lack of space. 

The Employment Services continues to be 
of great assistance to those who want to 
work for cash paid daily. More than 9000 
temporary job placements were made in 
2005. A Lunch Program is available for those 
working more than five hours in the day. 

At 10:30 a.m. Monday to Friday more 


te ne other ood. Laundry and OW eTVit 
es are also appreciated by many. 


By Pedro Schultz 


Letter to Editor 


Regarding the death of Russell Ross 

I read the article in Edmonton Street 
News about Russell Ross who died of head 
injuries from a beating by three youth. 
Russell Ross was a former neighbour and a 
friend. As long as I knew Russell, I never saw 
an aggressive streak in him at any time. 

I really do not know where to begin. I 


_ Cannot believe that 15 and 14 year olds do 


not know that severe blows can kill someone. 
As for the swarms...I am at loss to under 
stand why this is occurring. I really think 
that if we only shake our heads and say how 
sad it is, and do nothing, we are just as 
guilty. I am trying to become focused and to 
direct the hurt and fear generated by such 
senseless violence to produce something posi- 
tive. I will canvass a few Psych profs for their 
input as I find myself questioning our 
"humanity", or lack of it. Where are the par- 
ents of these youth who are committing these 
acts of violence. I think many parents are too 
quick to say "Billy is getting out of hand and 
I just cannot do anything with him!" Wake up 
folks. Denial is no longer working. 

I find myself wondering who those 
kids are, their circumstances, and wondering 
if any justice will be done. It seems that it 
has become somewhat "trendy" to victimize 
the already helpless. I also wonder if there is 
not some form of plea bargaining being done 
where they will turn someone else in for 
other crimes to lessen their own sentences. 
The Crown has a nasty habit of doing this, 
rather than doing their homework. After all, 
what is one less street person... 

Rita Hede 
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Winter Whirlwinds! 


As I sit and ponder what would make for 
an interesting read this month — I am drawn 
to the cold — I am drawn to the weather 
woman on my radio this morning announc 
ing that as of Saturday the temperature in 
Edmonton will dip to a high of — 20 degrees 
Celsius. My heart breaks; there is a pang in 
my chest common to this time of year. I am 
defined by the guilt of being blessed with the 
opportunity to seek the means of attaining 
physical warmth. I remember the deafening 
silence of Whyte Avenue last winter when to 
catch up on inner city news was rare 
because everyone selling papers was cut- 
throat freezing- bundled into shelters or laying 
cardboard on the ground in an attempt to 
conserve body heat. 

I continually question the authority win- 
ter has to strip people of human dignity; it’s 
capacity to kill in one sharp kiss. 

This month I was blessed with a phone 
call from someone reaching out. An anony- 
mous caller and fellow Edmontonian called 
concerning vendors selling the paper in the 
cold and their not being permitted to sell 


indoors at public buildings, in particular at 
the public library. She was disgruntled and 
appalled that someone would be forced to 
sell a paper outside of a public building. 

I explained the Street News does not have 
the authority to control where vendors are 
allowed to sell based on rules of business 
owners and bylaws, but our conversation 
flowed outside the realms of disgust in treat- 
ing people unfairly into a conversation about 
politics, dignity and spirituality. 

Our call ended. We honestly did nothing 
for that particular vendor, but I couldn’t help 
but be thrilled that someone would care 
enough to be prodded to speak up. 

Small gusts — even if temporary — can 
ignite indefinite whirlwinds of change. 

Empathy is the first step towards free 
dom. That phone call instilled a deeper sense 
of what it means to be human to me -a 
cliche, I always say, “If your going to win 
with them — you better lose with them.” 
Simply stated in feeling empathy for another 
one must celebrate both the joys the pains of 
being human with another. 


In scripture the gospel message reveals, 
“Then Jesus asked him, “What is your 
name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, for 
we are many.” (Mark 5:9). Trapped in vicari- 
ous cycles of being user-friendly, ultimately 
as humans we have the capacity and choice 
in how we respond to our environment. 

In a continuing search for many to elimi- 
nate injustice in the world and as a call 
towards peace I am going to suggest a 
thought to ponder on... Could possibly the 
first step in achieving peace be a call to give 
up time — our most precious commodity - a 
simple yet powerful measure- such as a sim- 
ple phone call in an attempt to awaken your 
own awareness of the needs around you. 
This is a call and a challenge for you reader 
if that 
means looking someone in the eye and smil 


to go outside of your comfort zone 
ing or if it means getting down and dirty in a 
soup kitchen or shelter and see which gust 


of change your gifts will empower. 


Brittney White 


Homeless Count Finds Numbers Increased 


On October 17th the Edmonton Joint 
Planning Committee on Housing and 
Homelessness and the Homeless Count 
Committee, with the help of 300 volunteers, 
conducted the latest of seven counts of 
homeless persons in Edmonton. They found 
2,618 homeless persons in the city; of these 
1,774 were absolute homeless having no 
housing alternative, and 844 were sheltered 
homeless living in emergency accommoda- 
tions. 

The number of homeless persons is 
up 19 per cent from the last count in 2004, 
with an increase of 22 per cent in the num- 
ber of absolute homeless persons. 70 per 
cent of the homeless are male, 23 per cent 
female and 7 per cent children and. care- 
givers in families where gender was not spec- 
ified. 

The criteria used to define the 
absolute homeless was those who had no 
housing alternative. Most of these slept on 
the street, in a park, in recycle bins, in stair- 
wells, garages, cars, etc. There are not 
enough shelter beds for people who want to 
use the shelters, and an increasing number 
of people are being turned away. Since the 
last count, there are 83 more shelter beds 
available, but the number of homeless people 
who use these beds has increased from 740 
in 2004 to 864 in 2006. 

The Edmonton Community Plan on 
Housing and Support Services 2005 — 2009 
provides a five year plan to address the 
needs of the Edmonton homeless. The home- 
less crisis is a direct result of the 1990’s cuts 
in affordable housing , according to Micheal 
Shapcott, co-chair of the Canada’s National 
Housing and Homelessness Network as 
reported in the Edmonton Journal Nov. 10, 
2006. In the past, Alberta spent $287 million 
annually on housing related initiatives ... by 
1990 that was cut about in half.” Today the 
province is spending about $280 million on 
housing, which is still less than their 1993 
levels. 

The federal government also down- 
loaded some of its social responsibilities in 
the 1990’s to municipalities. This led to “a 
growing concentration of poor housing and 
homelessness”. 

The cost of not seriously addressing 
the homelessness crisis quickly is much 


more than warehousing people in shelters or 
jails. There is no reason why there is a wait- 
ing list for subsidized housing, which would 
help people be self sufficient and pay taxes. 
The present situation encourages homeless 
people to steal, sell drugs, and commit vio- 
lence due to frustration and desperation. 


a >§ . 


Phe helped bye 


religious institutions. Before the government 
took on much of the responsibility for social 
services, many churches did this. Also indi- 
viduals who feed, clothe and shelter are 
helping many homeless people, but this can 
be risky. 

By Pedro Schultz 


Through Thick & Thin 


“We stand by each other through thick 
and thin.” Those words of Phyllis Pasqueyak 
resonate on special friendship. That is what 
knowing Phyllis and what we share is about. 

After hearing friends at Strathcona 
Baptist Church mention Phyllis’ name a year 
back, I first met her at Streathcona Baptist 
Church at the wedding shower celebration 
for Miro Rak and Christy Nickerson. 

Among friends we enjoy music, 
games, crafts, cooking, visiting, pictures, 
reading, and jokes. We share our lives, who 
we are, and our hopes. We also share diffi- 
culties, disappointments, possibilities, and 
encouragements. One really cold day when I 
couldn’t find my gloves outside, Phyllis 
shared a pair of gloves and a hat that 


matched my jacket. 

We, and often other friends, meet 
together at many places, including every 
Saturday at the old Strathcona Farmers’ 
Market, a place where Edmonton Street 
Newspapers are sold. Sometimes we meet at 
Strathcona Baptist Church. Sometimes we 
walk. Sometimes we ride. Sometimes Phyllis 
comes over and sometimes I go to Phyllis’ 
new place. Phyllis is enjoying a new place liv- 
ing near her daughter and granddaughter 
and other relatives. Sometimes we go to B’s 
Diner. 

When Phyllis was in the hospital at 
one point, Victor, Thomas, Phil and I often 
visited her there. Diane and Chris sent 
Phyllis pictures and then came and visited, 
too. That day, Diane also brought along a 
dog Chris gave her. (No, it wasn’t the live 
dog, Hey-Boy, who turned out to be a girl)! 
That was one car trip full of fun. At the hos- 
pital, the dog was dressed up as a doctor, 
because Halloween thoughts were coming to 
mind. Who ever had so much fun visiting 
someone at a hospital as friends did visiting 
Phyllis? 

While Phyllis has had difficulties that 
could get anybody down, she doesn’t tend to 
stay down. We all need encouragement 
sometimes. Phyllis thinks of trying to make 
the best of things and of a good attitude. One 
thing among many I love about Phyllis is her 
great sense of humor. May Phillis’ words 
about standing by each other through thick 
and thin be true. 

By Ginger Ekstron 
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Russell Cardinal. 
Funeral services for Russell were 
held at Sacred Heart Chursh of the 
First People's Friday, November 17 


Bruce Miller 
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Inclusion and Collaboration Brings Hope for Affordable Housing 


Two significant events focusing on base- 
income housing were held in the last half of 
November. The Alberta Housing Coalition 
held a two day conference on November 16- 
17, and on November 22, National Affordable 
Housing Day was kicked off at a breakfast 
meeting. Both events drew large and influen- 
tial crowds. Moreover, the events introduced 
an optimistic confidence that housing devel- 
opment is beginning to reflect the needs of 
the poor and marginalized. 


Alberta Housing Coalition Conference 

The Alberta Housing Coalition conference 
was attended by property and community 
developers, a scattering of mayors, and oth- 
ers that add to the group’s collective capaci- 
ty. The diversity and grand scope of the coali- 
tion’s members will help when addressing the 
province’s severe base-income housing short- 
age. Calgary alone is calling for 58,000 units. 

Judging by the talks at the conference, it 
seemed apparent that there is a strong agree- 
ment on what direction the coalition might 
take. Generally, the coalition wants to attract 
collaborations between community develop- 
ers in all capacities; initiatives that link up 
skills, education, health, land, community, 
and housing would grab attention. 

Community members are not left out of 
the picture. Alberta Housing Coalition calls 
for community to add to base-income hous- 
ing capacity by increasing the number of 
basement and secondary suites in private 
homes. In addition, integrated housing is 
encouraged. 

The Board of Directors of Alberta Housing 
Coalition is a model of integrated perspec- 
tives, now being utilized in housing develop- 
ment. The board members are a fair repre- 
sentation of the members of the coalition. 
The board ranges from mayors to people with 
personal experiences of abject poverty. oll of 
them have expertise in fields spe 
profit or not for profit business. 
Native issues, or ane homeless/at-risk popu- 
lation. 


Integration and Inclusion 

Integration is critical and so is inclusion. 
It not only spreads out opportunities 
between different groups, it also encourages 
innovation. New ideas come from other 
experiences, providing new ways to interact 
with the world. It results in new ways to 
explore gaps and build bridges that connect 
people to services. Building community 
through integrated resolve brings a broader, 
shared perspective, common understanding, 
and collective action. Inclusive community 
initiatives, anchored: in shared concern, are 
necessary for sustainable resolves. 
National Affordable Housing Day Breakfast 

National Affordable Housing Day was 
kicked off, Nov 22. The breakfast was 
attended by many, including Mayor Mandel 
and MLA Thomas Lucaszuk. Key note 
speaker, Janet Riapel, General Manger of 
Growth Initiatives, spoke on housing proj- 
ects and laid out the City Cornerstones 
Plan. There are plans to encourage “industry 
to play an active role with the educational 
institutions...the approach we take for 
affordable housing issues and homelessness 
needs to be an integrated and practical 
approach... one built on innovative and cre- 
ative partnerships, with long-term goals in 
mind.” 


Canadian Home Builder’s Association- 
Central Luncheon 

On December 7, Red Deer will be host 

tothe Canadian Home Builders’ Association 
Central Alberta luncheon, where the city’s 
Mayor Flewwelling will discuss the 1) cur- 
rent state of housing in central Alberta, 2) 
opportunities that work against homeless- 
ness, and 3) the severe shortage of skilled 
trades people in the community. Red Deer 
speakers at the Alberta Housing Coalition 

were most impressive, and able to quantify 
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successful housing models already under- 
way. 
Trends 

Future housing initiatives include any- 
thing from private homes to underutilized 
infrastructure. This means that collaboration 
with the Ministry Department will be neces- 
sary and that programs and policies will need 
to reflect changes in community demograph- 
ics. A deeper penetration of social service 
outreach and case management will help 
those who require assisted living, or even 
simple companionship. 

Capital Health is a good example ofa 
community service that is increasingly 
extending its reach into community, even 
engaging community members in volunteer 
work and resume enhancement. Alberta 
Works is also on board. They recently 
revamped its service delivery program to one 
that, like Alberta Housing Coalition, reflects 
the move towards comprehensive housing in 
connection to health, education, and skills. 
This is reflected in their forms and policies 
that now include client’s ‘objectives and 
activities to reach them.’ 


The Challenge 

The future in community development is 
not without trial. A balancing act will be 
required to keep for profit and not for profit / 
community and wage earner’s initiatives 
working together in complementary, not 
counter productive ways. Daily, I see how 
funding can make even caring competitive. 
The trick lies in not letting commodity take 
over community. This is a real threat for 
those whose life expressions include engaging 
with neighbors in personally meaningful 
ways. 


Funding 
Ralph Kein has tossed us the parting gift 
of $16 oiltiog for sing, pilot projects pod 


Mike St. Germain worked in the 
Strathcona area as an Adult Outreach 
Worker for people without homes. He had a 
heart of gold. Tragically, Mike died from a 
heart attack on November 11, in the commu- 
nity he served. Mike had only been working 
in the area for a few months, but he made a 
powerful impact on the community. His 
warmth and sincerity won the hearts of 
everyone, both homeless and housed. He will 
be missed. 

The following quotes are sentiments from 
the streets: 

“The community respected him - and he 
respected the community.” 

“You could hide from the cops but you 


Lange a for do 


“Affordable Housing Program agreement was 
signed between Government of Canada and 
Government of Alberta that will see at least 
$63 million committed to increasing the sup- 
ply of affordable housing in this province” 
(For more information, see 

http: / /www.gov.ab.ca/acn.). Most recently, 
Mayor Mandel has announced the selling off 
of property reserved for schools, where up to 
half of the property will be used for low 
income housing projects. 


Real Opportunity 

I am optimistic. I look forward to strong 
relationships established between all people, 
rich and poor, whose life expressions are 
intertwined somehow within the homeless 
culture. Every one brings valuable real-life 
ideas and experience to help one another, as 
a community of sorts, to envision, finance, 
and deliver ways for tens of thousands in 
this province to attain affordable base-securi- 
ties. All people, regardless of housing status, 
are stakeholders in affordably appropriate 
housing and should have an opportunity to 
contribute to housing initiatives in personal 
ways. 

Together, we can put our visions to 
action. With the money in place, and board 
rooms that invite inclusion, we now have 
locations to take our innovative housing 
ideas to and the means to fund them. 


Put the U in CommUnity 
I would like to hear your ideas on innova- 
tive housing. Call Gail at 433-2229, e-mail 
me at gailk@ualberta.ca, or look for me 
between 10-12 Saturdays at Strathcona’s 
Farmer’s Market. 
By Gail Kelly 


Much Appreciated!I want to thank Syvia and — 
nating a bed and Signa supplies — 
e just getting off 


Germain 


couldn’t hide from Mike.” 

“He always put a laugh on ya’.” 

“He was a hard worker, and so was his 
dad.” 

“He was devoted to his work, we saw 
that.” 

“He talked about us to his family. His dad 
knew who I was when we met.” 

“He was a friend to the street people. We 
knew the names of his kids, his foot ball 
friends; we’d have hot chocolate and talk. 

“He knew what reaching out meant.” 


by Gail Kelly 
Mike on the left with Phillip Dainard 


Grubbing among 

the sofa cushions 7% 
for common-sense | 
solutions : 


Allan Sheppard 


Allan Sheppard is a freelance writer and editor, 
and a volunteer writer for Edmonton Street News. 
As a pensioner, he finds himself from time to time 
on the edge of poverty and homelessness. As a 
self-appointed community elder, he thinks and 
worries about the needs of children, youth, parents 
and others who face lives of poverty and inade- 
quate education in the midst of unprecedented 
wealth. 


Ottawa's Treasury Board president uses 
tiny cuts to save big dollars on the backs 
of the poor and weak 


"Common sense is the collection of preju- 
dices acquired by age 18." — Albert Einstein 


As president of the federal Treasury 
Board, Ottawa-area Conservative M.P. John 
Baird is in charge of the way Ottawa spends 
(or doesn't spend) money. He takes what his 
spin doctors call "a common sense approach 
to responsible spending." In September, 
Baird announced an "effective spending" ini- 
tiative that, he says, will save $1.1-billion 
over two years by trimming "programs and 
activities that [are] no longer effective." 

About a third of the money comes from 
budgets that ministries did not spend last 
year. No problem there. Use it or lose it, is 
smart management practice. Ten per cent of 
the money comes from so-called "Non-Core 
Programs." They seem superfluous. There 
could be some devils in the details, which are 
skimpy. But I will take the minister at his 


money comes from a category called 
"Efficiency." That seems like a good idea. 
Efficiency is a Good Thing. If there is slack in 
the budget, take it up. No harm done, eh? 

Still, efficiency lies in the biases of the 
politician who wields the knife, and we can 
never be sure that what Minister Baird says 
is efficiency is not, below the surface, ideolo- 
gy. Three examples leap from Baird's list: a 
$4.63-million reduction to the Museums 
Assistance Program, $5-million in "adminis- 
trative savings" taken from Status of Women 
Canada, and $7.5 million saved by eliminat- 
ing Health Canada's Health Policy Research 
Program. Calling on all the goodwill I can 
scrape up, I still can't help smelling the sweet 
odour of ideological agenda wafting from that 
pile of trimmings. Of what, for instance, does 
cutting museums funding improve the effi- 
ciency? What have Canada's museums done 
(or not done) to get up the nose of the minis- 
ter or his boss? 

And what are we to think of one of the 
biggest items on this list: $45-million for 
"Efficiencies in the Administration of CMHC 
programs." If there are genuine efficiencies to 
be found in CMHC administration—and there 
could be—why claw any savings back into 
general revenue (or is it debt repayment)? 
Why not put it into programs? CMHC sup- 
port for low-cost housing is painfully inade- 
quate. Forty-million dollars would not go far 
toward meeting growing need, but it would be 
a good start. 

That's not the end of it. Here are some 
cuts under the heading, "Value for Money": 
Elimination of the Court Challenges Program, 
$5.6 million; Elimination of Funding for First 
Nations and Inuit Tobacco Control Program, 
$10.6 million; Improved Targeting of Adult 
Learning and Literacy Skills Program, $17.7 
million; Improved Targeting of Investments 
for Youth Employment, $55.4 million; 


Refocusing of Workplace Skills Strategy, 
$17.6 million; Elimination of Funding for 
Canadian Policy Research Networks, $3 mil- 
lion. 

Two ideological principles stand out here: 
(1) do not use government money to help 
Canadians question government policy, pro- 
grams, and laws, and (2) do not use govern- 
ment money to help people who are already 
on the margins improve their health, life 
skills, or employment options. 

Talk of "improved targeting" and "refocus- 
ing" is window dressing. The money is gone. 
If Minister Baird really wants to do some- 
thing positive about the way government 
spends money in these areas, he would leave 
the money there and take steps to improve 
the way it is used. Instead, he takes the 
money away and tries to make it look like he 
is doing Canadians a favour. How does one 
"refocus" or "improve targeting," if one does 
not fire the funding bullet at all? 

When asked about cuts to adult literacy 
programs, Minister Baird tried to deflect 
attention to programs supporting youth liter- 
acy: "We've got to fix the ground level prob- 
lem and not be trying to do ground level work 
after the fact," he added. Translation: "If 
you're already in the ditch or on the trash 
heap, you belong there. You are a hopeless 
case." Improved targeting, indeed. 

On cuts to the Court Challenges Program 
(and, I think by fair extension, for Status of 
Women Canada and the Canadian Policy 
Research Network, a sometime critic of gov- 
ernment, both Conservative and Liberal), 
Baird said: "I just [didn't] think it made sense 
for the government to subsidize lawyers to 
challenge the government's own laws in 
court." Translation: "If you have private or 
corporate money behind you, feel free to 
challenge government; if you don't, feel free 
to accept our assurance that whatever gov- 
ernment thinks is good for you, is good for 
you. In a capitalist democracy, the golden 
rule is this: "Those who have the gold make 
the rules.' (Or challenge them.)" How clever 
of Minister aird ealize that money given 
~ FSET sae cee Hk to support 
challenges to government laws is really just a 
subsidy to lawyers. How perceptive. 
How...commonsensical. The folks who hire 
the lawyers are irrelevant. 

John Baird cut his political teeth at the 
knee of Ontario's great "common sense revo- 
lution" premier, Mike Harris. A true clone of 
his master, Baird took Harris's "damn the 
torpedoes, full-speed ahead (into the 19th 
century)" attitude with him when he moved 
from provincial to federal politics. He is 
known in Ottawa as Prime Minister Harper's 
"pit bull." Comments such as those quoted 
above are typical. 

The thing that is so infuriating about 
Baird and his Conservative government col- 
leagues is the way they claim to speak for the 
true desires of Canadians: It's what 
Canadians want. It's what Canadian "working 
families" want. So they (the Conservatives) 
believe. Or so they say, whatever they believe. 

Harper's party got 36.25 per cent of the 
vote in the 2006 election. Recent polls show 
them in a dead heat with the leaderless 
Liberals in the minds and hearts of 
Canadians. Yet these Conservatives claim to 
speak for all Canadians. They don't speak for 
me. Not on these issues and many others. A 
fair reading would suggest that the Harper 
government does not speak for 2/3 of us. It 
might capture a mood or a consensus now 
and then. But all of the time? No way. 

It's just common sense. 


(This article was prepared using information 
and quotations from three sources: the Treasury 
Board of Canada media backgrounder, "Effective 
Spending," www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/media/nr- 
cp/2006/0925_e.asp; the web site of the Court 
Challenges Program of Canada, 
www.ccppcj.ca/e/about/about.shtml; and the 
Wikipedia online encyclopedia entry for John 
Baird, 
http: / /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Baird_(Canadi 
an_politician) 


Hugh MacDonald, MLA 
: ‘ Edmonton-Gold Bar 
Edmonton Gold Bar Constituency Office 
#102, 7024 -101 Avenue, NW 
Edmonton, Alberta, T6A 0H7 
Fel: 414-1015 Fax: 414-1017 
e-mail:hugh.macdonald@assembly.ab.ca 
website: www. liberalopposition.com 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


Volunteer Your Help: 
This Christmas Season 


As the Christmas season arrives and the cold winter 
sets in, our thoughts naturally turn to family, religious reflec- 
tions, and caring to remember those less fortunate. This 
year, it seems that we again come up short, despite mil- 
lions of taxpayer dollars spent in Edmonton alone, to help 
the homeless. Shelters are still overcrowded turning dozens 
away each night. Many will recall the emergency measures 
that the city took in past winters in providing Red Cross 
blankets for 40 people to sleep on a cold concrete LRT sta- 
tion floor, or turning out emergency fire equipment in a 
more recent winter, just to free up space for 40 blankets on 
another cold floor. 


Obviously, more could and should have been done 
over the past 13 years of Liberal shelter funding misman- 
agement. The solution for homeless people is obvious: in- 
dependent living $300 per month homes, that most can pay 
for themselves, rather than $1500 per month, taxpayer 
paid, shelter beds that.are seemingly forever in short sup- 
ply. Helpful, would be permanent youth and adult hostel 
accommodation much needed for major sporting events 
that could then be utilized for transient youth and adults 
who simply need affordable temporary accommodation as 
they visit or seek employment. 


The challenge for our new government in Ottawa will be 
to complete housing and homeless commitments made by 
others and then to refocus efforts that truly will help those 
most in need with a hand up to independent living, 


In this season of goodwill towards others, remember the 
less fortunate by volunteering and contributing this Christ- 
mas; at a local shelter or community Christmas dinner. 
Your time and effort will be rewarding to both, those in need 
and yourself. 


Please join us for our Christmas Open House 
9111-118 Ave. Thurs. Dec 21" 3-7pm 


ee eseeeeneneesceenessee 
495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 
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on the street? 


Get a years subscription for $30. 
Send your cheque or money order to: 
Linda Dumont 
Edmonton Street News 
9312-109 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5H 1C5 

& Yes, Please send me Edmonton Street News. 
Name 
Address 


City Province 
Postal Code 
Telephone email 


SOUPLINE BOB 


{i I'VE GOT THE 
Cass CURE, BUT WHAT 
wee ) IS THE DISEASE? 
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BY LINDA DUMONT 


Soupline Bob -The comic book. 


On sale now 


Can’t find Edmonton Street News 


Buy from a vendor or directly from Linda Dumont 428-0805 


Earn Money! Become a vendor. Sell Edmonton Street News 


For information and to sign up, call 428-0805. 


Vendors buy papers for 50 cents a copy and sell them for the price of a donation. 
lo buy papers, call Angelique at 428-0805 - North Side 
Or Brittney at 970-8482 - Whyte Avenue 


$312-109 Avenue, Call first. 


Edmonton Street News 


Christmas Party 


Noon to 2 p.m. 
On Friday, December’8 
at the 
House of Refuge Mission 
10304-95 Street 
Snacks, Gifts 


Christmas Dinners 2006 


Saturday, December 2 Call 422-2018 
5:00 to 10:00 p.m. 
The Mustard Seed 
10635-96 Street 


Call 426-5600 


Three sittings 


Saturday, December 2, 2006 

5:00 to 6:30 p.m. 

Robertson Wesley United Church & 
Christ church 

10209 - 123 Street 

Call George — 488-1655 


Call 455-1818 


B's diner 


Suite 6, 10015-82 Avenue 


Mondays, December 4th and 11th 
Saturdays, December 23 and 30 
3:30 to 8:00 p.m. 

Hope Mission Centre 

Call 422-2028 


Call 414-6040 


Wednesday, December 6 

Three sittings - 4:00 p.m., 4:45 
p.m. and 5:30 p.m. 

Salvation Army at the Addictions 
Residential Centre 

9616-101 A Avenue 

Open to everyone including chil- 
dren; tickets available at 9611-102 School 


Call 478-5022 


Noon to 3:00 


Avenue 11515-113 Avenue 
Must Pre-register by December 15 


Call Ram at 429-4274 extension 
aoe Call 481-3451 


Monday, December 11 
3:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
Hope Mission Centre | 
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Friday, December 15 


4:30, 5:30 and 6:30 — 7:00 p.m. 
Community Options at the 
Inglewood Community Hall 
12515-116 Avenue 


Friday, December 22 

9:00 to 11:30 p.m. 
Dickensfield Amity House 
Christmas Breakfast 

9213 - 146 Avenue 


Friday, December 24 


Saturday, December 23 
_ 3:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
+ Hope Mission Centre. 


9806-106 Avenue 
Call 422-2018 


Monday, December 25 

3:00 to 5:00 

Beacon Heights Community Centre 
4418.118 Avenue 

Call Eleanor at 457-5610 


Monday, December 18th 
12 Noon to 6:00 p.m. 


Monday, December 25 

Sacred Heart church 
10821-96th Street (basement) 
Call Mickey at 483-7091 


Monday, December 25 

5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Victory Christian Centre at Shaw 
Conference Centre 

9797 — Jasper Avenue 

Pre book for bus pickup 

Call 988-5433 


Bent Arrow Traditional Healing 
Society at the Rights of Passage 


Saturday, December 30th 
3:30 to 8:00 p.m. 

Hope Mission Centre 
9908-106 Avenue 

Call 422-2018 


Bissell Centre Dinner at 
Boyle Street Community Hall 


Monday, January 1, 12 noon to 3:00 p.m. 


